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I am an exasperated Computing Teacher. 
  
I very much welcomed the announcement to remove unit assessments from the 
National 5 courses for next session. This allows more time for teaching and 
preparing my students for the final exam.  
  
However, the assessment arrangements released for Computing Science mean 
students are going to be assessed on areas not presently in the course!  
  
This means that there has been a significant change to the course content.  This will 
require training on these areas for myself, then creation of new materials and all in a 
very, very short time span.  
  
Having just spent hours marking coursework assessments during my Easter holidays 
(so not a holiday for me or my colleagues!) to now have major course change was, 
to say the least an immense shock.  
  
It now appears that the SQA had consulted a few parties on this, but they were not 
allowed to discuss these potential changes, so most teachers had no idea this was 
on the cards! 
  
This was not what we had been promised! 
  
We need to have a delay in the introduction and of these changes - until session 
18/19 at least to allow us to prepare. 
  
The alterations to assessments can still go ahead without these changes as the 
assessment will not be released until February 2018 anyway.   
  
This will also give the SQA time to work on continuity with the National 4 course, as 
this presently doesn't exist.  
  
Please help us out with this matter before a mass exodus of Computing specialists- 
which are very much needed to deal with the digital workforce we are trying to build 
for the future, especially in light of the recent Cyber Security attacks. 
  
I look forward to your response.  
  
Regards 
  
Kerry Kerr 
Teacher of Computing 
 


